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Christmas in the Serengeti 

Discover Tanzania’s Serengeti National Park, Ngorongoro Crater and Lake 
Manyara during the festive period on this fully private light mobile safari itinerary 

 

 
 

22 Dec Ngorongoro Crater Highlands 
 
Your driver/guide will collect you from your hotel in Arusha this morning after breakfast to begin your 
private safari. All camping equipment and supplies will be packed in advance so you can depart 
immediately. 
 
From Arusha, you travel to the Ngorongoro Crater Highlands. The views as you approach the famous 
Crater are simply wonderful. You’ll begin the descent into the Crater late morning and spend most of the 
afternoon exploring it (maximum length permitted by the national park guidelines is six hours), stopping 
to enjoy a picnic lunch on the floor of the crater.  
 
Undoubtedly the most spectacular self-contained safari destination in the world, the rich pasture and 
permanent waters of the Ngorongoro Crater shelter a staggering population of animals. Indeed, the crater 
is one of the most densely crowded game areas in the world, home to almost 30,000 animals. The open 
grassland makes it easy to monitor, so it is also a stronghold for endangered species such as black rhino. 
Expect some stunning wildlife sightings! 
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In the afternoon, drive to a private camp in the Crater Highlands, where you camp overnight. 
 
Today will be your first night under canvas in Tanzania. The light mobile safari facilities are simple. You 
sleep in large Dome or A Frame tents with a comfy mattress on a lightweight camp bed. Beds are made up 
with sheets and blankets (or sleeping bags if preferred). Solar lighting and a hand torch are provided. 
 
Your driver/guide and assistant will set up the tents for you on arrival and prepare your meals, though if 
you’d like to muck in you’re welcome to help out around the camp! 
 
NB. Your programme begins with a pick-up from Arusha, or from Kilimanjaro Airport. An initial hotel night 
in Arusha is not included in the cost of the itinerary. Gane and Marshall can organise your flights to Tanzania, 
transfers to Arusha and accommodation in a variety of Arusha hotels. 
 
23 Dec To the south Serengeti migration 
 

After breakfast depart for the vast plains of the Serengeti 
eco-system. The name ‘Serengeti’ comes from the Maasai 
word 'Serengit', meaning 'the place where the land runs 
forever', and refers to the dry savannah plains which make 
up about a third of the park. It is these seemingly endless 
grasslands, which teem with game at all times of year, that 
make the Serengeti the spectacular wildlife destination that 
it is. The lack of dense vegetation helps to ensure that your 
view extends for miles. 
 
December is a notable month in the cycle of the Great 
Migration, which sees over two million wildebeest and zebra 
migrate from the Serengeti into Kenya’s Masai Mara, starting 
in the southern plains, from where they gradually work their 
way northwards, reaching the Mara at the end of the dry 
season in August or September. During mid-December, the 
largest migratory herds can usually be found in the Ndutu 
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region, in the southern Serengeti. That’s where you’ll head today. The great advantage of light mobile 
safaris is that you can track the movement of the animals with relative ease and position yourself 
accordingly. 
 

 
 
As you journey from the Crater Highlands into the Serengeti plains you will have the chance to admire the 
stunning savannah scenery for which the Serengeti is so famous. Expect to reach your private campsite 
in the game-rich Ndutu region late this afternoon. The rest of the afternoon is at leisure – set up camp and 
make yourself at home in your new, wild surroundings! In the evening, enjoy a drink around the campfire 
and a tasty bush dinner prepared by your cook, before hitting the sack. 
 
A note on special camps: due to National Park regulations it’s not possible to wild camp in the Serengeti. 
There are, however, a number of private, or ‘special’, camping sites. These can be booked in advance for a 
particular day and night and are allocated to one group at a time, meaning you won’t share the camp with 
anyone else. The best of them are located in wild, remote areas that attract very few visitors. During the 
Christmas season, when the best safari lodges are busy or full, these private camps are a wonderful way to 
escape the crowds. See our light mobile safari overview for more information. 
 

 

mailto:info@ganeandmarshall.com
http://www.ganeandmarshall.com/
https://www.ganeandmarshall.com/itinerary-pdf/Tanzania-Light-Mobile-Safari-Overview.pdf


 

 

Gane and Marshall 
Tel: +44 (0)1822-600-600 

e-mail: info@ganeandmarshall.com      website: www.ganeandmarshall.com 

 

24 Dec Ndutu, Serengeti National Park                                                                        
 

Enjoy a full-day of game drives in the southern Serengeti eco-system.  
 

 
 
December is the best time to visit this stunning region of the National Park. The rains that begin to fall in 
November transform the environment during December, causing the grass to grow long. Wildebeest and 
zebra come in their hundreds of thousands to graze, accompanied by smaller numbers of plains game 
such as gazelle and impala, and of course their attendant predators, including the big cats. 
 
You have a great deal of flexibility in how you structure today’s safari. You may like to head out early on 
a full-day game drive, taking a picnic lunch with you and returning to camp in the evening. Or you may 
prefer to do shorter morning and afternoon game drives, retuning to camp to have lunch and to rest 
during the midday heat. 
 

25 Dec Seronera, Serengeti National Park                                                                      
 
Christmas day will be spent in the heart of the Serengeti, as you drive north into the Seronera region. This 
region, with its vast savannah plains, is emblematic of the Serengeti. It enjoys permanent water and so 
you find resident (non-migratory) populations of many species throughout the year, including some of 
the largest lion prides to be found anywhere in Africa. 
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Enjoy a full-day game drive en-route to and in the Seronera region before arriving at your campsite late 
this afternoon. As you drive north you will detect a change in the landscape, as the dense bush and 
scrubland of the southern Serengeti gives way to the savannah plains of the central Seronera. 
 
Set up camp at a private location in the Seronera Valley. This evening, the camp team will prepare a special 
Christmas supper, served in the privacy of the bush, with celebratory cake and wine to mark the occasion! 
 
26 Dec Option for festive season: Balloon Safari and Champagne Breakfast.  

Afternoon transfer to Lake Manyara.  
 

Optional Balloon Safari: 
In the very early hours of the morning hot drinks and 
snacks will be served before you rendezvous with the 
balloon safari vehicle to take you to the launch site, just 
as the sun is rising. 
 
To glide over the Serengeti and look down on the 
grasslands and wildlife as dawn develops is an entirely 
unique experience.  
 
You land in a picturesque spot where a full-service 
breakfast awaits you. Then return to camp to pack up 
and go.  
 
Late morning, say goodbye to the Serengeti and drive to 
Lake Manyara National Park.  The drive will take most 
of the day with stops en-route for photos and a picnic 
lunch.  
 
On arrival in Manyara, set up camp at a private campsite 
outside the national park.  

 

27 Dec To Arusha and onward connections for flight home or Zanzibar 
 
Start the day with a game drive in Lake Manyara National Park. 
 
Lake Manyara stretches along the base of the 600-metre high Rift Valley escarpment. Its ground water 
forests, plains, baobab strewn cliffs, and hot springs offer incredible ecological variety in a small area, 
which is also rich in wildlife. The park is particularly famous for being home to a huge array of bird life, 
especially water birds, including pink flamingo by the thousands, as well as yellow-billed storks, herons, 
geese, grebes, ibises and kingfishers.  
 
Perhaps most famous of Lake Manyara's wild attractions, however, are its tree-climbing lions. Among the 
only of their kind in East Africa, they make the mahogany and acacia trees their home during the rainy 
season. Lake Manyara is also notable for its huge baboon troops. 
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In the afternoon, depart Manyara for Arusha. Here you continue to Kilimanjaro International Airport for 
your international flight home.  
 
Optional Beach Extension: 
You may like to extend your holiday with a stay on Zanzibar, Pemba, or perhaps somewhere quieter on 
Tanzania’s mainland coast. Spend Christmas in the Serengeti followed by New Year’s Eve in Old Pemba—
a wonderful combination! Our beach add-ons start from £500 for four nights, including all flights, 
transfers, and half-board accommodation in a quiet East Coast hotel. 
 

Price Guide: 
The cost of this itinerary is £2,998 per person (before international flights), based on two travellers and 
inclusive of all transfers, accommodation in private campsites, meals and experienced guides. For small 
groups of 4 or more, the cost is from £2,368 per person. The rates can be greatly reduced if using public 
campsites, but our strong recommendation is for private campsites. The balloon safari is optional 
(£450pp).  
 
This itinerary has been costed for travel during the festive period (Dec to Jan). There is no additional 
supplement to pay for travel over Christmas.  

Includes: 
• Accommodation in private campsites 
• Internal transfers 
• Private transportation throughout 
• All entrance fees and park fees 
• Experienced guide and support team 

Excludes: 
• International flights – please ask us for a 

quote 
• Visas 
• Travel insurance 
• Personal expenses and tips 

Please contact our office for a tailor-made itinerary and quote. We can help you plan the next 
stage of your holiday to East Africa. 

 

Several of the photos in this itinerary were used with the kind permission of Josephine Collingwood. 
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