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Gorillas of Bwindi 
Scheduled small group tour visiting Bwindi Impenetrable Forest and Queen Elizabeth National Park 

 

 
 
This guided small group tour visits Uganda's most famous wilderness areas: Queen Elizabeth 
National Park, famous for its tree-climbing lions, and Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, home of the 
endangered mountain gorilla. It serves as a brilliant introduction to Uganda's wildlife, and can 
also be incorporated into a longer, tailor-made option – please contact us for suggestions. 
 

Day 1: Arrive Entebbe 
You will be met on arrival at Entebbe Airport by our local representative and transferred to the 
Hotel No. 5, or similar, for one night. Dinner this evening to own account.   
 
Hotel No. 5 
No. 5 Entebbe is a stylish hotel located in a quiet suburb of Entebbe, just 10 minutes’ drive from 
Entebbe International Airport. The hotel offers 10 air-conditioned rooms, with outside sitting area 
and en-suite shower room, and facilities including a gym, spa and swimming pool.  
 

This evening, you can expect to meet with the rest of your tour group as they arrive into 
Entebbe on their own flights.  

 
Day 2: Entebbe – Bwindi 
After an early breakfast, you will be transferred to Entebbe Airport for the morning flight to 
Kihihi, in west Uganda. Arriving Kihihi late morning, meet with your guide and driver at the 
airstrip and transfer south to Buhoma, northern Bwindi. This is a short but scenic drive of 
approx. 1½ hours, which will see you journey through a wonderfully lush region of rainforest, 
interspersed with tea and coffee plantations, as you travel into the forested foothills of Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park. This is also one of the richest agricultural regions in East Africa, 
and along the way you’ll pass through several farming communities. 
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Expect to arrive in Bwindi, home of the endangered mountain gorillas, in time for lunch at your 
lodge, the fabulous Buhoma Lodge. The rest of the afternoon is free for you to relax. There are 
pleasant walks to be had on the grounds of Buhoma Lodge, including to the Munyaga River, 
which marks the boundary of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. 
 

 
 
Buhoma Lodge  
Buhoma Lodge is a rustic retreat with a homely atmosphere and a fantastic location on the edge of 
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. It offers just ten cottage rooms, all of which open onto private 
verandahs overlooking the Munyaga River Valley and Bwindi Forest. The cottages are large and 
spacious, and equipped with en-suite bathrooms (some with bathtub, some just with shower). 
 
The main building at Buhoma is built on two levels, with a cosy lounge with fireplace on the top 
floor overlooking the forest, and a relaxed dining area where you’ll enjoy a hearty dinner this 
evening. 
 
Day 3: Gorilla-tracking in Bwindi 
The highlight of your tour: a meeting with the gentle 
giants of Bwindi! It's impossible to give a precise 
schedule for this day of the itinerary, as it will depend 
very much on the location of the gorilla families. You 
will spend one hour with a single family, and anything 
from one to seven hours trekking through the forest to 
find them. The conditions can be wet, muddy and hilly, 
but whatever the travails en route, the experience of 
observing a gorilla family at close range as they eat, 
play and rest makes it all worthwhile.  
 
And it's not all tough work. The rainforest trek is also 
an opportunity to explore the unique rainforest eco-
system, and learn more about Bwindi’s distinctive flora 
and fauna, particularly its birdlife, from your guide and 
ranger.  
 
After an hour spent with the gorillas, return to Buhoma 
Lodge. Depending on the time you arrive back at the 
lodge, you may like to take the time to enjoy a walk 
through Buhoma village this afternoon. Otherwise, the 
rest of the day is at leisure.  
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In the evening, share the day's stories around the fireplace lounge and enjoy another delicious 
meal. 
 
Day 4: Contingency day 
Today is a contingency day. Due to the limited 
nature of the gorilla permits, it is sometimes 
necessary to split the group so that the gorilla 
tracking takes place on consecutive days, with 
permit availability at the time of booking 
determining the day on which you track the gorillas. 
If you tracked the gorillas yesterday, today will be 
free for you to relax at the lodge or to take part in 
one of a number of activities available locally, with 
possible options including: 
 
Second Gorilla Trek: Permit availability permitting, 
you may like to take part in a second gorilla tracking 
experience. Please note that this must be booked 
prior to travel and is at the cost of an additional 
gorilla permit.  
 
Forest Walk: Enjoy a guided walk with a knowledgeable wildlife guide. The walk will take place 
around the perimeter of Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, and will focus on the region’s colourful 
birdlife, plant life, and many species of monkey ($70 payable locally). 
 
Community Walk: Embark on a 3-4 hour guided walk through Buhoma Village and its 
surroundings. The locations visited during your walk can vary, but may include a traditional 
rural home, a local school, and/or a banana beer brewery, as you explore the region in the 
company of your guide ($30 payable locally). 
 
Day 5: Queen Elizabeth National Park 
After breakfast, meet with your safari guide and driver and transfer by road to the southern 
Ishasha region of Queen Elizabeth National Park, enjoying a game drive en route. Arrive at 
Ishasha Wilderness Camp, your home for the evening, in time for lunch. 

 
Ishasha Wilderness Camp 
Sister property to Buhoma Lodge, this remote bush camp is 
situated on the banks of the Ntungwe River, in the southern 
Ishasha sector of Queen Elizabeth National Park. This is a 
fabulous game-viewing region, famous particularly for its 
tree-climbing lions, a known fixture of the Ishasha region that 
are found in only a few other places in Africa. During the day, 
they can often be seen lolling in the giant fig trees not far 
from the camp. 
 
Ishasha Wilderness Camp is a lovely retreat. It's very much an 
eco-camp, powered largely by solar and with basic bush 
showers. The large canvas tents, of which there are just ten, 
are comfortable and spacious, and ideally positioned on the 
banks of the river.  

 
After lunch, enjoy a game drive in Queen Elizabeth National Park in search of the tree-climbing 
lion and other notable species, such as Ugandan kob, topi, warthog, and buffalo. Elephant and 
leopard are also seen in Queen Elizabeth, albeit more rarely.  

mailto:info@ganeandmarshall.com
http://www.ganeandmarshall.com/


 

 

Gane and Marshall 
Tel: +44 (0)1822-600-600 

e: info@ganeandmarshall.com      w: www.ganeandmarshall.com 

 

 
 
Late afternoon, stop at the Ishasha River, where Uganda and the Congo meet, and where many 
hippo pods have made their home, before returning to Ishasha Wilderness Camp for dinner and 
overnight.  
 
Day 6: Departure 
Transfer to Kihihi Airstrip for your flight to Entebbe and connecting flight home. Depending on 
your international flight schedule, you will depart Kihihi either early morning or afternoon.  
 
Your transfer to Kihihi airstrip is included. We can help organise an overnight hotel stay in 
Entebbe if your international flight schedule requires it. Otherwise, your tour ends on arrival at 
Entebbe Airport.  

 

 
 

Please see price guide and available departure dates overleaf, or contact our team 
for further details. All quoted prices are inclusive of gorilla permit.     

Optional Extension – Queen Elizabeth National Park and Kyambura Gorge 
This small group safari can be extended to include two nights in northern Queen Elizabeth 
National Park, with a game drive, boat safari on the Kazinga Channel, and optional 
chimpanzee tracking in Kyambura Gorge. For more details, please contact us.  
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Price Guide: 

This is a small group itinerary departing at fixed dates throughout the year. Please see below 
for upcoming departure dates and rates. All prices are based on shared twin/double 
accommodation and subject to availability at the time of booking.  
 
The optional extension to Queen Elizabeth NP (2 nights) costs an additional £1,095 per person 
(high season) / £1,009 per person (low season), applicable for travel in 2022. 
 
This itinerary can also be booked on a private basis at dates of your choosing. For more 
information, or if you would like to enquire about a tailor-made holiday combining part or all of 
the above itinerary, please contact us. 

2022 Departure Dates: 
3rd Jan 2022  £2,998 
13th Feb 2022  £2,998 
19th Mar 2022  £2,998 
22nd Apr 2022  £2,720 (low season) 
6th May 2022  £2,720 (low season) 
4th Jun 2022  £2,998 
4th Jul 2022  £2,998 

16th Jul 2022  £2,998 
29th Jul 2022  £2,998 
5th Aug 2022  £2,998 
20th Aug 2022  £2,998 
18th Sept 2022  £2,998 
16th Oct 2022  £2,998 
4th Nov 2022  £2,720 (low season) 
15th Dec 2022  £2,998 

Includes: 
• Transfer to/from Entebbe Airport  
• Ground transport in shared safari vehicle 
• Domestic flights (Entebbe-Kihihi-

Entebbe) 
• English speaking driver/guide  
• Accommodation as described in itinerary 

(shared twin/double basis) 
• All meals (except where otherwise 

noted) 
• Entrance fees for national parks  
• Activities mentioned in the programme  
• Gorilla permit 
• AMREF insurance 

Excludes: 
• International flights 
• Visa fees  
• Meals and drinks not mentioned above  
• Items of a personal nature  
• Tips 
• Travel insurance 
• Christmas and New Year supplement 
• Optional single supplement (£300)  
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